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8 March 2013 
 
 
Dear Duncan 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION TARGETS 
 
We wrote to both your Committees on 29 March 2012 to inform you that the Scottish 
Government would be announcing a new joint physical education (PE) commitment with 
COSLA.  This was launched later that day at Tynecastle High School in Edinburgh and set 
out our shared vision for the delivery of PE in Scotland’s schools.  It also committed us to 
ensuring that every pupil in Scotland would benefit from at least two hours per week of PE in 
primary school and two periods in S1 to S4 by 2014.  This was backed by an additional 
investment in PE of £3.4 million by sportscotland and £2.4 million by Education Scotland 
over 2012/13 and 2013/14. 
 
Each local authority was offered a share of the £3.4 million by sportscotland if they 
committed to delivering the PE commitment by 2014.  Since then, sportscotland and 
Education Scotland have agreed plans for the use of this funding with all 32 local authorities.   
They are now in the process of implementing these plans. 
 
Education Scotland have been using their additional resources to support local authorities 
and schools deliver these opportunities for their pupils.  This has included:  

 

 Running two day training courses in January, March and May 2013  for local authority 
staff, sportscotland partnership managers and staff from Teacher Education Institutions. 
 

 Running six events in partnership with sportscotland across the country in December 
2012 and January 2013 for over 500 PE teachers, sportscotland staff and teacher 
educators to build networks, share practice and enhance their capacity.   

 

 Providing 220 schools from 29 local authorities with grants of up to £3,000 (£617,254 in 
total) in January 2013 to fund innovative approaches to addressing barriers to the 
delivery of the target and improve the quality of PE provision.   
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The letter also stated that the delivery of this commitment would be measured through the 
Healthy Living Survey, with individual school data published in June 2012, 2013 and 2014.  
The results from 2012 showed that 84% of primary schools and 92% of secondary schools 
were delivering the commitment.  This was up from 3% and 46% respectively in 2004/05.  
Schools will be surveyed again from 4 March with the results of that survey being published 
in June. 
 
We will, of course, continue to keep you updated on progress towards delivering this 
important commitment to our children and young people. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
SHONA ROBISON                                                ALASDAIR ALLAN 


